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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and kDows 
and aot Ah the broad places thereof, if ye can fi a man, if there. be gny 
that executeth judgment, that seeketh the trath. - + = - Jeremiah, v. 1. 


————————— ee 


CHRIST has said, “ Give not that which is holy un- 
to the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine ;” 
for swine will trample them under their feet, and dogs 
will turn and rend you. Unhappily there have been 
always too many in the world who answer to this de- 
scription, either disregarding the truth, or attacking 
and opposing it. To neither of these people can any 
good be done. All that is said or spoken to them, 
avails nothing. Indeed, it often makes them worse, 
or rather perhaps leads them to manifest more openly 
the real state of their hearts. 

Every thing naturally partakes of that which agrees 
With its own nature, and suits its appetite; and very 
few in any period of the world have. been found, that 
received the truth in the love of it. The carnal mind 
is declared to be enmity against God, not subject to 
his law, nor capable to be; and he that hath an eyil 
nature, and doeth evil, hateth the light, neither co- 
meth to the light. And from the fallen and alienated 
state, which the professors of Christianity are in at the 
present day, it is evident that great opposition and 
persecution will manifest themselves, whenever the 
cruth is delivered with true faithfulness and sincerity. 





For The Reformer. 


(Concluded from page 163.) 


it does not appear then, thatthe necessity of a col- 
iege education to a minister of the Gospel can be de- 
duced, either from scripture df experience.—-But it 
may also be shown, that consistently with the nature 


of the Christian dispensation, it cannot be necessary. 
Vort I. 29 
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Christianity is not a religion adapted exclusively 
to the circumstances of any particular class or peo- 
ple of mankind: it views them all as fallen from 
their first estate, and is intended for their restora- 
tion, It is not an,occult human science which may 
be acquired by the exercise of the merely intellec- 
tual faculties of man; and which, when acquired, 


‘ may, like othér human sciences, be applied by one 


man for'the benefit of the rest. Christianity must be 


‘ understood by all; and he who would know its theory, 


must first become acquainted with its operation in 
himself. The experience and wisdom of another ‘can 
do little for him. “ If any man will do his [ God’s | will, 


- he’shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God.” 


The operation of this Divine Religion on the heart of 
an individual, is the very best evidence that he can 
have of its nature and origin. _ It is an evidence which 


. is spiritually discerned, and which no man can impart: 
_to another. - It is the only indubitable evidence. It is 


an evidence which is accessible to man in every situ- 
ation of life; to rich and poor, learned and unlearned. 
[It is an evidence which is sufficient of-itself. It is an 
evidence without which all others are insufficient. But 
if it be contended that other evidence is essential, evi- 
dence which can only be obtained by human learning ; 


. then is it necessary for every frivate Christian to be 


learned; (and what am I to do who know not so much 
as the characters of the Greek or Hebrew, and who 
have neither the time nor the means to form a’proper 


estimate of all the alleged collateral evidence ?) for, if 


this learning be necessary to the preacher, and zof¢ to 
the private Chrigtian, then the private Christian is to 
receive the doctrines of his religion without its evi- 
dences: that is to’say, he must believe upon the au- 
thority of his teacher. Of the effects of such a system 
upon the condition of man, the world has had woeful, 


- and (were it not that the same system still drags out a 
- lingering existence) one would suppose, ample expe- 
; a 


rience. 
But it may be asked, “ If every man is thus to find 
‘he evidences of the nature and origin of Religion in his 
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own experience; if he is to find in his own breast all that 
is essential to salvation, of what use are ministers of the 
Gospel at all?” I answer, That for such ministers as 
disclaim any participation in that,insfiration which was 
necessary to the effective discharge of the sacred office 
in the apostles’ days, I befeve there isnouse. The 
nature of the Christian ministry is not changed. What- 
ever qualifications were essential then, are essential 
now. And how a minister can determine by human 
learning, or indeed by any means bui by the immediate 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, when, where and what to 
preach—how to “ divide the. word aright,” accordins, 
to the necessities of his hearers, I know not. Yet from 
a passage in the sermon from which extracts have 
been made it would appear, that the preacher denied 
or doubted the existence of such inspiration in the 
present day. . “ Let those,”’ says he, “ who argue that 
human learning is unnecessary in the Christian minis- 
try now, because the apostles were illiterate, show that 
they are partakers of the same inspiration, and then 
we demand not the acquisition of learning in the ordi- 
nary course of education.’’ It seems then from this 
author that human learning in our day is to supply the 
place of inspiration. This is a very lamentable substi- 
tute indeed, and proves that we are going back instead 
of advancing in the gospel of Christ. 

But I have not yet directly answered the question, 
* Of what use is a Gospel minister?’ Although 1 
believe that many have been received into the paradise 
of God who never heard a preacher or read the scrip 
tures; and that neither scriptures nor preachers, nor 
both, can make a Christian of any man without the 
teaching of Christ himself, “ the word nigh in the 
heart and in the mouth;” yet I believe it has pleased 
God, in his condescension to the low estate of his crea- 
ture, to ordain both the scriptures and the preaching 
of true ministers of the Gospel (who speak what they 
do know, and testify what they have seen) as outward 
means of confirmation, counsel.and warning to the 
children of men. The chief that these can do, is, to 
point men to. Aim who is alone the effective teacher, 
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the Physician of souls, who has promised to heal and 
to teach his people himself. DANIEL. 


For The Réformer. 


ERRORS OF THE TIMES. 


One error is, opinions passing for faith. What is 
here meant by opinions I will thus explain—*“ Opi- 
nions are all those propositions, which are not express- 
ly laid down in scripture, or not so evidently deduci- 
ble from scripture, as to leave no occasion of doubt of 
the truth of them, in the minds of those who sincerely 
and reverently believe the text. 

That this is our case, let the several confessions of 
faith, published by the different religious sects be pe- 
rused, and you will find such propositions translated 
into doctrines of faith, and articles’ of Communion, as 
are not expressed in scripture, and perhaps’ not dedu- 
cible from scripture; and thereby become a bone oi 
contention, rather than a bond of concord to religious 
society. This has been the unhappiness of christen- 
dom, even after all the light of reformation, which God 
hath graciously sent amongst us. Men are to be re- 
ceived or rejected for denying, or owning such propo- 
sitions. Whileat the same time, articles of faith made 
by one set of men, are in direct contradiction to those 
framed by others; and yet both claim the scriptures for 
their foundation. Hereby men are deemed orthodox 
in faith, by one religious society, and heterodox by 
another. 

How easily might this have been prevented, if con- 
fessions of faith had been delivered in the words oi 
scripture, instead of the explanations of fallible men, 
who construe scripture so differently! All profess to 
believe the ¢ext, and why should any man or set of 
men, presume to be wiser, or plainer in matters of 
faith, than the Holy Ghost? It is strange that the pen- 
men who were divinely inspired to write the holy scrip- 
tures, should be so deficient in expressing things clear- 
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iy, that man’s frail capacity should be needed to make 
them intelligible. But, that scarcely any one article 
of faith should be delivered in se~fture terms, is iM 
my judgment, an offence against God and holy scrip- 
ture, and very injurious to christian charity and fellow- 
ship. Who can express any man’s mind so fully as 
himself? And shall we allow that liberty to ourselves, 
and refuse it to him who is the perfection of wisdom 
and knowledge? “'The scripture came not in old time,”’ 
said the apostle Peter, “ by the will of man; but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.”? Who can speak better, or express the mind 
of the Holy Ghost plainer, than the Holy Ghost? The 
scripture is the great record of truth, that which all 
parties agree to bé the “ declared mind and will of 
God,’’ and they unanimously say, it ought to be Je- 
lieved and received as such. Ff this be true, in what 
language can we so safely;-and properly declare our 
belief of those truths, as in the very lahguage of scrif- 
ture; the professed rule of faith and practice ? 

Are not things come to a sad pass, that to refuse 
ally other terms than those the Holy Ghost has given 
us, is to expose to the censure of being unsound in the 
faith, and unfit for christidn communion? Will nothing 
do but man’s comment ? must we take his consequences 
and conclusions, in the room of sacred revelation? If 
the Holy Ghost has left dowSte in scripture, which is 
yet irreverent to believe, I see Hot how men can resolve 
them: it is the work of that Spirit. And since men 
are so apt to err, imaginary doubts are better in scrip- 
ture than for them to presume to explain them, and 
make their explanation our criterion. 

But if it be true, as true it is, that few have written of. 


_ the divine authority of scripture, who do not affirm the 


penmen of it were so inspired by the Holy Ghost, that 
nothing delivered by them could be a mistake, but was 
a *¢ complete declaration of the will of God to men,” I 
cannot see which way such men excuse themselves 
from great presumption, who consider that declaration 
as insufficient for a christian’s creed, without their ex- 
planation and new modelling, and deny those persons 
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to be members of Christ’s church that in canscience 
refuse to subscribe thereto, or to any other draught 
than that the Lord has given them. 

‘T'wo things oppose themselves to this practice; the 
glory of God, and the honour of scripture; in that it 
naturally draws people from the regard due to God 
and the scripture, and begets too much respect for 
men and their traditions, This was the difficulty Christ 
met with, and complained of, in his time; they had set 
up so many rabbies to teach them religion, that the 
Lord of true religion could hardly find a place among 
them. And what did they do? They “ taught for doc- 
irines, the traditions of men :”’ they gave their own and 
their predecessors apprehensions, constructions, and 
phrases upon scripture, for the mind and will of God, 
and rule of people’s faith. i 

And that which followed then, evér will follow in 
the like case. And that.is contention and discord 
among professing christians. For the sake of peace 
consider this. * Lo here, and lo there”’ always follow- 
ed; One of this mind, and another of that; as many 
sects as great men to make and lead them. Thus chris- 
tians have divided, and subdivided, and that mostly 
upon the score of opinions about religion. ‘This wan- 
ton search and unwarranted explanation has cost chris- 
tendom dear. Let us beware it does not cost us dear. 

I must say that opinion, on one side or the other, 
has been the cause of much of that discord, animosity 


and confusion that have troubled the professors oi 


christianity, and prevented the spreading of the glo- 
rious gospel of salvation in the world; by taking men 
off from the serious pursuit of piety, charity, and holy 
living. And, under pretence of more raised appre- 
hensions, and sublime knowledge of religion, to pul 
them upon introducing curious and doubtful questions, 
that have given occasion for contention, and to lead into 
controversy. ; 
Truly, when we consider the smallness of the wri- 
tings of the evangelists, the shortness of Christ’s ser- 


mons and precepts, the fewness of the epistles written | 


Sy the apostles, and the many, and great volumes of 


2 
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commentators and critics since, we may justly say, the 
text is almost lost in the comment, and truth hid, ra- 
ther than explained, in those heaps of fallible appre- 


hensions. Where, by the way; let me say, that the 


vyoluminousness of the dooks, is no small token of the 
unclearness of the writers ; -for the more evident, and 
better digested matter is, the more easy and short it 
will be in expression. But after christians had declined 
the simplicity of their own religion, and grew curious ; 
then, loving God above all, their neighbour as them- 
selves, and keeping the plain commands of Christ, that 
relate to practical piety, became ordinary and homely 
things. It was not enough to know there was a God, 
and that he was but one, just and good, the observer 
of their actions, and the rewarder of their deeds; but 
they must be distinctly informed of his nature, and all 
his attributes, his purposes, and decrees, and the suit- 
ableness of them all to the line and plummet of their 
understandings. So that God was to de, what their 
conclusions would allow him to be, that yet knew not 
themselves. Nor did it satisfy that there was a Christ ; 
that this Christ was the Son of God; and that God so 
loved mankind, that, beholding them in a way of de- 
struction, he sent his Son to proclaim a pardon, upon 
true repentance, and offered a general reconciliation 
to as many as received and embraced his testimony ; 
and to that end he laid down his life a ransom, rose 
and ascended, and gave his good spirit to lead his 
followers after his example in the way of truth and ho- 


-liness: But they must search into the secret of this 


relation; how and after what manner he is the Son of 


God; his nature, power and person must be discussed : 
‘whether he be the cause or the effect of God’s love? 


what was that price and ransom he gave? What body 
he arose and ascended with? and what bodies we shall 
have in the resurrection ? What this spirit is that comes 
from Christ? How it exists? If a person, in what 
relation, degree or dignity it stands to the Father and 
Son?! with abundance more, flowing from the curious, 
ungoverned and restless minds of men. No man would 
be treated by his seryant, as God has been treated by 
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to be members of Christ’s church that in canscience 
refuse to subscribe thereto, or to any other draught 
than that the Lord has given them. 

‘T'wo things oppose themselves to this practice; the 
glory of God, and the honour of scripture; in that it 
naturally draws people from the regard due to God 
and the scripture, and begets too much respect for 
men and their traditions, This was the difficulty Christ 
mct with, and complained of, in his time; they had set 
up so many rabbies to teach them religion, that the 
Lord of true religion could hardly find a place among 
them. And what did they do? They “ taught for doc- 
irines, the traditions of men :”’ they gave their own and 
their predecessors apprehensions, constructions, and 
phrases upon scripture, for the mind and will of God, 
and rule of people’s faith. 

And that which followed then, evér will follow in 
the like case. And that-is contention and discord 
among professing christians. For the sake of peace 
consider this. “ Lo here, and lo there’’ always follow- 
ed; one of this mind, and another of that; as many 
sects as great men to make and lead them. Thus chris- 
tians have divided, and subdivided, and that mostly 
upon the score of opinions about religion. This wan- 
ton search and unwarranted explanation has cost chris- 
tendom dear. Let us beware it does not cost us dear. 

I must say that opinion, on one side or the other, 
has been the cause of much of that discord, animosity 
and confusion that have troubled the professors of 
christianity, and prevented the spreading of the glo- 
rious gospel of salvation in the world; by taking men 
off from the serious pursuit of piety, charity, and holy 
living. “And, under pretence of more raised appre- 
hensions, and sublime knowledge of religion, to put 
them upon introducing curious and doubtful questions, 
that have given occasion for contention, and to lead into 
controversy. : 

Truly, when we consider the smallness of the wri- 
tings Of the evangelists, the shortness of Christ’s ser- 
mons and precepts, the fewness of the epistles written 
Sy the apostles, and the many, and great volumes oi 





































- THE REFORMER. 175 


commentators and critics since, we may justly say, the ai 
text is almost lost in the comment, and truth hid, ra- 
ther than explained, in those heaps of fallible appre- 
hensions. Where, by the way; let me say, that the 
voluminousness of the Joo0ks, is no small token of the 
unclearness of the writers; -for the more evident, and 
better digested matter is, the more easy and short it 
will be in expression. But after christians had declined 
the simplicity of their own religion, and grew curious ; 
then, loving God above all, their neighbour as them- 
selves, and keeping the plain commands of Christ, that 
relate to practical piety, became ordinary and homely 
things. It was not enough to know there was a God, 
and that he was but one, just and good, the observer 
of their actions, and the rewarder of their deeds; but 
they must be distinctly informed of his nature, and all 
his attributes, his purposes, and decrees, and the suit- 
ableness of them all to the line and plummet of their 
understandings. So that God was to de, what their 
conclusions would allow him to be, that yet knew not 
themselves. Nor did it satisfy that there was a Christ ; 
that this Christ was the Son of God; and that God so 
loved mankind, that, beholding them in a way of de- 
struction, he sent his Son to proclaim a pardon, upon 
true repentance, and offered a general reconciliation 
to as many as received and embraced his- testimony ; 
and to that end he laid down his life a ransom, rose 
and ascended, and gave his good spirit to lead his 
followers after his example in the way of truth and ho- 
liness: But they must search into the secret of this 
relation; how and after what manner he is the Son of 
God ; his nature, power and person must be discussed : 
‘whether he be the cause or the effect of God’s love? 
what was that price and ransom he gave? What body 
he arose and ascended with? and what bodies we shall 
have in the resurrection? What this spirit is that comes 
from Christ? How it exists? If a person, in what 
relation, degree or dignity it stands to the Father and 
Son? with abundance more, flowing from the curious, 
ungoverned and restless minds of men. No man would 
be treated by his seryant, as God has been treated by 
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his creature man. His message is too obscurely ex- 
pressed; we will explain it, and deliver it with more 
caution and clearness, than it is delivered tous. Thus 
God’s revelation hath been. scanned. I render not this 
practice more odious than it is: it introduces the tra- 
ditions of men, in the room of God’s records, and 
setteth up their judgments and result, for the rule of 
christian faith, and canons of the church. This is one 
of those things that made Rome so hateful, and her 
yoke so intolerable, to our predecessors; pretended 
deductions from scripture, put in the room of scrip- 
ture. 

I beseech you Americans, by the mercies of God, 
and love of Jesus Christ, ratified to you in his most 
precious blood, fee Rome at home: look to the ene- 
mies of your own house! have a care of this presump- 
tion; carry it not too high; lay not stress where God 
has laid none; neither use his royal stamp to author- 
ize-your apprehensions, in the name of his institutions. 

I do not say that men are never to express their 
minds upon any place of scripture to.edification : there 
is a christian liberty, not to be denied; but never to 
lay down articles of faith. These ever ought to be in 
the very language of scripture, to avoid temptation and 
strife. You see how the contrary method hath been 
the great makebate in all ages, and the imposition of 
such opinions the privilege of hypocrites, but the snare 
of many honest minds, the sad occasion of feuds and 
miserable divisions. And while men were perpetually 
wrangling about some one point of opinion, the most 
important points of faith and life were little regarded ; 
unity was broken, amity destroyed, and those wounds 
made, that were never closed, not a good Samaritan 
to be found to heal and close them. A.B. 


| eel 


A late avriter at the Havanna, states; “‘ Gambling 
here is not stigmatized by public opinion; the priest, 
the nobleman, the magistrate, and merchant, seat 
themselves without reserve at the gambling table, and 
play with the utmost composure.” 
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For The Reformer. 


I see by the sixth number of the Reformer, that some 
have complained that the editors'do not show what 1s 
right, and what people ought todo. What they are so 
anxious to be informed respecting, I suppose, relates 
principally to the externals of religion ; such as what 
forms and ceremonies people ought to go through when 
they assemble together for what is called worship; and 
what mode of church government should be adopted, 
&e. &e. 

To persons disposed to make inquiries of this kind, 
I would observe: Look back for 1800 years past, and. 
see as many different wavs and forms of religion as make 
up, or nearly make up, the number of the beast spoken 
of in the Revelation; and then tell me which of them 
have not been substituted for true and acceptable wor- 
ship toGod. Take a view, moreover, of all the various 
denominations which now exist, and point out what good 
their different modes and forms of religion have done 
for them. Are not the advocates for each and all of 
them, deeply tinctured with the love, the spirit, and the 
ways of this world, scarcely feeling a desire to seek for 
what is right: and while they are zealous for the sup- 
port of their several particular systems and modes of 
worship, truth is set at nought, and the plainest com- 
mands of God are made void by the traditions and pre- 
cepts of men. 

Why then should the editors prescribe some new form 
or mode of religion, which, indeed, would be no smali 
task to do, since almost every way which the fallen na- 
‘ure of man could invent has been tried? The only way 
which our Saviour prescribed, was to worship God in 
spirit and in truth; and men will never be able to find 
out a better or more acceptable way to worship God than 
this. If the editors should undertake to decide which 
of the ways and forms of religion now in use were the 
best, or set forth some new way in respect to the exter- 
nals of worship, it would lead to endless disputes, and be 
productive of no good; but be like sowing the wind and 
30 

















178 THE REFORMER. 


reaping the whirlwind. Hosea viii, 7. It may be said 
concerning the various ways and modes of religion now 
in christendom, as Christ said to the Scribes and Phari- 
sees respecting their traditions: every plant which the 
heavenly Father hath not filanted, shall be rooted uf ; and 
this will take place as people come to see that God is to 
be worshifified in spirit and in truth. 

Those who write for The Reformer, in my view, can- 
not be better occupied than in pointing out the false re- 
ligion that is now in the world, and undeceiving mankind 
with regard ‘to their hopes of heaven, in order that they 
may dig deefi, and lay the foundation of their acceptance 
with God on arock. For there seems a disposition at 
this day by every description of people, to support cor- 
rupt religion ; and their hopes of eternal life, if exami- 
ned, will be found to have very little else to stand upon 
but the quicksands of fallen nature. If these were re- 
moved, they might seek, before it is too late, for a more 
substantial foundation that would not give way in the 
day of trial, I shall conclude with an extract which has 
been some time in my possession, and is taken from the 
Encyclopedia, or Milner’s Church History: | 

“ Concerning the ceremonies and method of worship 
used by the christians of the first century, it is impossi- 
ble to say any thing with certainty. Neither is the 
church order, government, and discipline, during this 
period, ascertained with any degree of exactness. Each 
of those parties, therefore, which exist at this day, con- 
tends with the greatest earnestness for that particular 
mode of worship which they themselves have adopted ; 
and some of the most bigoted would willingly monopo- 
ize the word church in such a manner as to exclude 
from all hope of salvation every one who is not attached 
to their particular party.” EVANGELIST. 


Says a late commentator, Mr. Johnson—*“ In the pre- 
sent perverted state of human nature, there is some un- 
accountable bias in man, which, in spite of the strongest 
evidence, makes him disbelicye what he does not wish 
to believe.” 
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For The Reformer. 


The following article-is taken from a Calcutta paper 
of October 27th: 

“ The settlement at New Zealand appears to have as- 
sumed a regular form, and to be regarded as an infant 
British colony regulaied under the control of the New 
South Wales government. On the 29th of July, the 
missionaries sent out by the Church Missionary Society, 
to be employed on that Island, took their departure from 
Sydney for the Bay of Islands, on board the brig Gen. 
Gates, of Boston; one of them, the Rev. John Butler, 
having been previously appointed by governor M‘Qua- 
rie, to act as a justice of peace and magistrate in the 
Island of New Zealand.” 

I would ask, did our blessed Lord constitute his disci- 
ples temporal rulers as well as spiritual teachers, when he 
sent them forth to preach his gospel? Did he not ex- 
pressly declare that Ais kingdom was not of this world ? 
Nothing can be more contrary to the whole genius of 
the New Testament, or havea more pernicious tendency, 
than a union of church and state; and this, it seems, 
commences with the first introduction of christianity 
into the settlement. Principles, when once planted in the 
mind, are not easily removed, however wrong; and 
years will not be likely to separate this unnatural asso- 
ciation of témporal power with spiritual rule. Christ, 
and his apostles, were meek and lowly, and took no part 
ip the governments of this world. Their only employ- 
ment was to establish righteousness and true holiness in 
the hearts of men. And unless the missionaries who 
so to preach the gospel amongst the heathen, have the 
same mind that was in them, and follow their example, 
whatever numbers they may proselyte, it is much to be 
feared that they will only make them two-fold more the 
children of perdition than they were before. 

These remarks are not made wiih any feelings hostile 
to the propagation of the true gospel in heathen lands ; 
but in order to lead those who engage in missionary un- 
dertakings in this day, to consider how far they are re- 
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moved from the first ministers and preachers of Jesus 
Christ, and how little good they will be likely to d 
while they have the spirit, and follow the maxims, of 


this world. 
SOPHRONIA, 


For The Reformer. 


Is ye have heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are there 
many Antichrists. 1 John ii, 18. They are of the world, therefone 
“peak they of the world, and the world heareth them. Chap. iv. 5. 


* Antichrist and his prophets prevail with the world 
and worldly people, and obtain their favour and ap- 
plause; and they are their auditors and delight in them 
and their doctrine,’’—-Dell’s Works, page 478. “ When 
the people of the world hear the teachers that are of 
the world, speaking spiritual things in a carnal and 
worldly sense, they embrace such teachers and their 
doctrine. For with such doctrine, man in his na- 
tural condition is well pleased,”’ page 482. 

It will be acknowledged by all, that there has been a 
ereat falling away, since the time of the apostles; and 
every evil, now among professing christians, has been 
gradual in its approaches, and has crept in under the 
disguise of seeming good. Hence it has always found 
its advocates and supporters. 

Among the numerous evils which prevail in the pre- 
sent day, none appear to be more contrary to the gos- 
a, pel of Christ, or more pernicious in their tendency, 
than educating men to be ministers, and preaching for 

hire. It is well known, that nearly all the apostles and 
first promulgators of the gospel, were unlettered and 


4 unlearned men; and yet, most religious societies, at 
bg this time, suppose a college education necessary to 
he qualify one to preach the gospel. Accordingly, @ 


person designed for the ministry, is sent to some unl- 
versity or seminary of learning, to obtain an education. 
When he has completed his studies, he receives a li- 
cence, and is ushered into the world as an ambassador 
of Christ. His chief recommendation is his learning 
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and eloquence, and the evidence of his call, a commis- 
sion from men. ; 

If in seeking for a settlement in some congregation he 
covets a large share of the silver and geld of the flock, 
as a compensation for his labours, and to remunerate him 
for the expence he has incurred, and the time he has em- 
ployed in learning Ais gospel, the people will pot revolt 
at it, provided his eloquence, and the tenor of his doc- 
trine, comport with their taste. And suchis the igno- 
rance of many, that they suppose if they goto church 
ofice or twice a week, take the sacrament, and pay their 
dues to the priest, they are good christians, and prepa- 
red to enter the kingdom of heaven, ‘while they live in 
pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness. 

It is one of the evils attendant on a hired ministry, 
that the minister who is hired must preach conforma- 
bly to the views of those who pay him ; consequently he 
must preach a doctrine in many respects incompatible 
with the strictness of the gospel. For a fondness of 
present enjoyment being natural to the human mind, 
people in general feel a strong aversion to the restraints 
of true religion; and it is not to be expected they will 
choose a doctrine reverse in its tendency to their incli- 
nations. They think it necessary, however, to profess 
some kind of religion, and in a chfistian country it 
must be the christian religion too; but the minister 
who preaches for them must be accommodating, and 
adapt his system to their prejudices and desires, al- 
though it goes to weaken the obligations of the gospel. 
For he looks for his gain from his quarter, and finds it 
his interest to please his employers. Moreover, well 
knowing that if the people come to see. that the reli- 
gion of Christ is spiritual and consists in no external 
ceremonies, there would soon be an end to his reve- 
nue; the wisdom that is from beneath instructs him to 
keep up a veneration for shadows and outward ‘rites. 
And his hearers, that they may live in the enjoyment 
of a belief that they are the worshippers of God. and 
prepared for heaven, while they are quite ignorant of 
the true nature of religion, love to have itso. This is 
Sut a brief sketch of the state of things now in -chris- 
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tendom, and it is presented for the consideration of the 
candid and sincere, that they: may turn away from all 
the broken cisterns hewn and carved out by. the. wis- 
dom and: will of men, - Ni S.. 2 





For The Reformer.. 


Although in our magazines and publications of this 
day, an idea is held out that religion is in a véry flou- 
rishing condition, and some appear to suppose that the 
millennial state of the church is about to commence, 
yet I must contend, from the facts which every day 
presents, that true piety and righteousness were never 
at a much lower ebb. - The principal reasons for their 
opinien, seem_to be the increase of meeting-houses, © 
bible societies, and missionary undertakings. Now, J 
will allow that numbers contribute largely to support 
these establishments from the most upright intentions, 
particularly those of my. own sex, who have in many 
places formed auxiliary-bible societies, and missionary 
societies themselves. - Nevertheless, as a stream can- 
not rise higher than its fountain, or those proselyted be 
expected to be better than those by whom they are 
proselyted, I feel justifiable from the present corrupt 
state of christendom, in believing, that all these expen- 
sive undertakings for the conversion of the heathen, 
will be of but little avail. — | 

I will here make an extract from Buck’s Theologi- 
cal Dictionary, to show that missionary undertakings 
before have been carried to a very great extent without 
any real advantage to the cause of Christ, when those 
who engaged in them were destitute of the true spirit 
of christianity themselves.: It is indeed no - proof 
whatever that religion is in a flourishing state, because 
people are zealous in its propagation. The religion of 
the Jews was never more corrupt than at the very time 
they compassed sea and land to make a proselyte. I 
proceed to the extract: , 

“ In the sixteenth century, the Romish church parti: 
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cularly exerted herself for the propagation of their re- 
ligion. The Portuguese and Spaniards pretend to have 
done mighty exploits in the spread of the christian 
faith in Asia, Africa, and America; but when we con- 
sider the superstitions they imposed on some, and the 
dreadful cruelties they inflicted on others, it more than 
counterbalances any good that wasdone. [For atime, 
the Dominicans, Franciscans, and other religious or~ 
ders, were very zealous in the conversion of the hea- 
then: butthe Jesuits outdid them all in their attempts 
in the conversion of African, Asian, and American in- 
fidels. Xavier spread some hints of the Romish reli- 
gion through the Portuguese settlements in the East 
Indies, through most of the Indian continent, and of 
Ceylon. In 1549 he sailedto Japan, and laid the foun- 
dation of a church there, which at one time was said 
to have consisted of about 600,000 christians. After 
him, others penetrated into China, and founded a 
church, which continued about 170 years. About 1580, 
others penetrated into Chili and Peru, in South Ame- 
rica, and converted the natives. Others bestirred 
themselves to convert the Greeks, Nestorians, Mono- 
physites, Abyssinians, the Egyptian copts. ‘It is, 
however,’ as one observes, ‘a matter of doubt whether 
the disciples of Xavier, or the converts of a Loyola 
and Dominic, with their partisans of ‘the Romish 
church, should be admitted among the number of 
christians, or their labours be thought to have contri- 
buted to the promotion or to the hindrance of the reli- 
gion of Christ. Certain it is, that the methods these 
men pursued tended much more to make disciples to 
themselves and the pontiffs of- Rome, than to form the 
mind to the reception of evangelical truth.’ With ar- 
dent zeal, however, and unwearied industry, these 
apostles laboured in this work. In 1622 we find the 
pope established a congregation of cardinals, for the 
propagation of the faith, and endowed it with ample 
revenues, and every thing which could forward the 
missions was liberally supplied. In 1627, also, Urban 
added the collage for the propagation of the faith; in 
which missionaries were taught the languages of the 








184 THE REFORMER. 


countries to which they were to be sent. France co- 
pied the example of Rome, and formed an establish- 
ment for the same purposes. The Jesuits claimed the 
first rank, as due to their zeal, learning, and devoted- 
ness to the holy see. The Dominicans, Franciscans, 
and others, disputed the palm with them. The new 
world and the Asiatic regions were the chief fields of 
their labours. They penetrated into the uncultivated 
recesses of America. They visited the untried re- 
gions of Siam, Tonkin, and Cochin China. They en- 
tered the vast empire of China itself, and numbered 
millions among their converts. They dared confront 
the dangers of the tyrannical government of Japan, 
{n India they assumed the garb and austerities of the 
Brahmins, and boasted on the coasts of Malabar of a 
thousand converts baptized in one year by a single mis- 
sionary. Their sufferings, however, were very great, 
and in China and Japan they were exposed to the most 
dreadful persecutions, and many no tsape® were cut 
off, with, at last, a final expulsion f empires.* 
{n Africa the Capuchins were chiefly employed, tho’ 
it does not appear that they had any considerable suc- 
cess. And in America their laborious exertions have 
had but little influence, we fear, to promote the real 
conversion of the natives to the truth.” 
SOPHRONIA. 


* This, however, was occasioned by their own imprudence and 
misconduct; and such a prejudice now exists in both of these 
populous empires against the christian name, as nothing short 
of the power of the Almighty will ever be able effectually to 
remove. - Hence it would have been better had no missionaries 
ever visited those parts. 

{ should rejoice as much as any one to see the true gospel of 
the Sonof God diffused through all heathen lands; but Ifear the 
christianity which our missionaries are now endeavouring with 
so much expence to agate amongst the heathen, is very 
iitthe better than that which was propagated by the catholic 
missionaries before them ; and this, in the view of protestants 
themselves, has been productive of no real good. I expect to 
give offence to many by this candid statement of my sentiments, 

ut duty compels me to speak with freedom on this subject and 
ase no diszuise, 
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THE HYPOCRITE AND TRUE CHRISTIAN, 





‘< T say amen with all my heart, to your observations on 
veligious characters. Mea who profess themselves 
adeptsin mathematical knowledge, in astronomy, or ju- 
risprudence, are generally as well qualified as they would 
appear. , The reason. may be, that they are always liable 
to detection, should they attempt to impose upon man- 
kind; and therefore take care to be what they pretend. 
In religion alone, a profession is often slightly taken up, 
and slovenly carried on, because, forsooth, candour and 
charity require us to hope the best, and to judge favour- 
ably of our neighbours ; and because itis easy to deceive 
the ignorant; who are a great majority, upon this sub- 
ject. Let aman attach himself to-a particular party, 
contend furiously for what are properly called evangeli- 
cal doctrines, and enlist himself under the banners of some 
popular preacher, and the business is done. Behold a 
Christian, a Saint, a Phoenix! Inthe mean time, perhaps, 
his heart and his temperand even his conduct, are unsanc- 
tified; possibly less exemplary than those of some 
avowed infidels —No matter: he can talk, he has the 
shibboleth of the true church, the Bible in his pocket, and 
a. head well stored with notiqns ; but the quiet, humble, 
modest,-and peaceable person, who is in his practice 
what the other isonly in his profession, who hates a noise, 
and therefore-makes none; who, knowing the snares 
that are in the world, keeps himself as much out of it as 
he can, and never énters it but when duty calls, and even 
then with fear and trembling, is the Christian that will 
always stand highest in the estimation of those who 
bring all characters to the test of true wisdom, and 
judge of the tree by its fruits."—- | [Cowfer’s Letters. 





FROM THE ‘MISSIONARIES. 
it appears from an article which has been published 
in several of the papers, that the Creek Nation in 
Council, have refused their permission to the estab- 
Jishment of schools and a missionary station in their 
country. Says the writer; “ Their jealousy of the in- 
tentions of those who wish to benefit them, is not in 
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this case unnatural, nor was it altogether unexpécted 

They have heretofore been compelled to make large) 
cessions of territory than have been made by any other 
tribe; and from being powerful in point of numbers. 
they are now reduced to comparative insignificance. 
A considerable part of the state of Georgia, the whole 
of the states of Mississippi and Alabama, formerly be- 
longing to them, and they fear that the attempt will be 
made to annex the small portion that yet remains to 
them, to one of these states.” 


fhe following is extracted from a letter written by the missiot- 

aries employed by the Missionary Society of South Carolina 

and Georgia, to establish a missionary station in that nation: 

‘“ Rev. and Dear Sir—After four days constant at- 
tendance upon the Indian Council, we have this day 
received an answer to our proposition. We present- 
ed the document from the Secretary of War, with your 
address ; explained the whole plan to them, and endea- 
voured, with all the ingenuity which we possessed, to 
convince them of the pure and benevolent intentions, 
not only of government, but also of the society by 
whose appointment, and under whose direction we 
were acting. Holding forth at the same, the great ad- 
vantage arising from their acceding to the proposed 
measures. They heard us patiently, and after delibe- 
rating upon the subject, told us that our request could 
not be granted. They looked upon us with a jealous 
eye, and as the forerunners of some scheme of the white 
people, to gettheir lands. They alledged, that should 
we obtain permission to establish a school on the pro- 
posed plan, after some years we might demand a com- 
pensation for our trouble and expense in educating 
their children, and as they have no money, we would 
take their land for payment. As to. our proposition 
‘o teach them the art of agriculture, they said they 
knew enough of that to support themselves, and that 
Was as much.as they wished, &c. &c. These and ma- 
ny other objections of a similar nature, were brought 
forward, which we endeavoured to answer, but it was 
im Vain to argue with them.” 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Thelast General assembly ofthe Presbyterian church, 
in giving a narrative of the state of religion within their 
bounds, observe; “ While they cannot but turn an eye | 
of serene satisfaction on the growing strength and spi- 
ritual prosperity of that religious society over which 
they preside, they earnestly deprecate that strength 
should tempt us to presumption, or prosperity to pride. 
The extent of our communion, while it necessarily in- 
creases our influence as a body, exposes us to many 
countervailing evils. Ifthe demon of party should ever 
haunt our councils; if sectional jealousies should here- 
after arise to divide our strength ; if, in wordy contest 
about what the gospel is, we should forget the charity 
and lose the influence of the gospel itself; or if, in 
seeking charity we sacrifice truth ;—this church, great, 
and wide, and flourishing as it is, may become a great 
and a wide desolation, a spiritual ruin; wasted by error 
and dilapidated by decay, our children may have to lift 
up their hands over its departed glory and ex¢laim,-— 
“' Alas, that great city!” 





EXTRACT. 


‘‘ Men who with a narrow bigotry attach themselves 
to this or that church, modelled in many of its parts 
upon human invention, and who view that as the only 
church of God on earth, shall feel their minds often 
distressed for its safety, when they see its risings and 
declinings like all the kingdoms of men.”’ 


— a 


|The following article and remarks were communica- 
ted for The Reformer some time since, but have 
been delayed for want of room; ]} 


“ Wilmington, (Del.) Feb. 2. 


Ordinationm—We are authorised to state, for the be- 
nefit of whom it may concern, that our fellow citizen 
William Johnson, after due examination, was ordained 
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to the work of the gospel ministry, according to the 
rule of Christ, by fasting and prayer, and the laying on 
of hands in the free Meeting House, Mount Zion, in 
Christian, street, Philadelphia, on the 23d ult. in the 
afternoon. 

A Sermon was delivered onthe occasion, from Acts 
20 and 28, after which, the right hand of fellowship, 
on ‘the part of the Ministry, was given by the Rev: 
Francis Lonton; and on behalf of the Church by John 
Hunter, Esq. Israel Boake, John Garrison, and Jona- 
than Davis, Deacons ; and the charge was delivered 
in a solemn and impressive manner, by the Rev. Ro- 
bert F. Ferguson. 

The assembly was very large, and the scene truly 
solemn and affecting.” 


Pees 


REMARKS. 


Where they have discovered that fasting is aneces- 
sary prelude to the gospel ministry, unless it is fasting 
from strife and intemperance, it is difficult to perceive. 
Matthias was chosen to the apostleship by casting lots, 
and Paul received his ministry neither of man, nor by 
man, but by divine revelation. The laying on of 
hands at this day, is a mere apish mockery of the apos- 
tolic practice, in as much as those who use it, do not 
believe at the time that the gift of the Holy Ghost is 
communicated. We do not find the right reverend 
Bishop Peter, or the reverend Timothy, used in the 
New Testament. It is an assumption cf later origin, 
and may do to create a kind of veneration amongst 
the ignorant and superstitious, which the true minis- 
ters do not desire nor stand in needof. But for carnal 
worldly minded men to assume the name of ministers 
of the gospel, and thence pretend to give the right 
hand of fellowship on behalf of the ministry, is ma- 
king a mere farce of serious things, and promotes the 
cause of infidelity rather than that of true religion. 

M. 
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From the “ Exuminer,? printed at Poughkeepsie, MN. ¥.) >> 


I have been anxiously expecting, for some time past, the 
emission of the 3d number of the Bee, hoping that it would 
duly notice a hand-bill which made its appearance in this village 
a few weeks back, called ‘ Vindicator,’ and signed One o 
Many.” But as it has not made its appearance, I have undérta- 
ken to make a few comments upon that vapid production. 

If this firebrand of hypocrisy and fanatacism, is the joint lu- 
cubration of scholastic pedantry and sacerdotal sophistry, 
must confess that it neither does credit to the talents of the 
former, nor to the ingenuity of the latter. It is a composition 
without a single merit attached to it, exclusive, probably, of 
imposing upon a few individuals more dull than themselves. 

This production does not undertake to answer by candid ar- 
gument any one point, either in the first or second numbers oi 
the Bee. It leaves the material charges there established, en- 
tirely out of the question, and flies for refuge to ipse dixit as: 
sertions and personal invective. This joint herculean labour, 
assisted with the deep research of theological knowlege, does 
not exhibit one scriptural passage in behalf of annual Bees, high 
salaries and splendid establishments, bestowed upon the_pri- 
mitive preachers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. No! nor they 
never can, if they search until doom’s day; for the precepts of 
christianity breathe a purer spirit than what we see daily. exhi- 
bited by our modern (self-styled) disciples of Christ. The apos- 
tles, when on their divine mission, did not strut about the 
streets, decorated in drawing-room finery, or have their side- 
boards teeming with the sparkling goblet. They did-not with 
parsimonious cupidity, refuse to bestow a few shillings to re- 
lievé the actual necessities of a neighbour, when confined on hic 
death-bed,* racked with pain, and looking around with anxious 
solicitude on the tear-bedewed cheek of a tender partner whom 
he was soon to leave, and an impoverished offspring which were 
to be left forlorn and fatherless. Such traits as these are aot to 
be found in the missions of those great champions of the Chris—~ 
tian faith. Their doctrines inculgate charity, brotherly affec- 
tion, and humility; and denounce vain glory, hypocrisy and co- 
vetousness, 





* When the late S. D——y, of this village, lay upon his death- 
bed, and his family were in want of the necessaries of life, ap- 
plication was made to one of the “ divines” who receives 1,500 
dollars per annum for his services, to contribute a trifle to his 
relief, which he coldly refused, saying, ‘I am as poor myself 
25S, Demme,” 11! 
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itis not the envenomed shafts of “ Vindicator,” that can ar- 
rest the flight of public opinion—it has gone abroad, mounted 
on the wings of unerring truth, and it will never stop until the 
abuses of which the Bee complains, are done away. People are 
not to be imposed upon now-a-days by names, whether they are 
called our “ divines” or any other, they look more to facts; and 
if the appellation and conduct of our “ divines” do not tally 
together, the “One of Many,” or many in one, must not be of: 
fended if the public should not pay that respect to our © di- 
vines,” which their responsible calling ought to command. 

Vindiextor asks, if the “ vastnumber” attached to the con- 
grégations of Messrs. C. & L. are idiots, and cannot perceive 
the errors complained of inthe Bee? I can tell him no: fors 
great many of them acknowledge and very much regret such: 
aberrations ; and whatever this writer may urge to the contrary, 
f can tell him that a majority of the intelligent part of both 
thgse religious societies, highly approve of that production. 

‘These writers may advocate as much as they please the doc- 
trine of hanging a man and then trying him; or, what is tanta- 
mount, crying down a work without examining its relative me- 
rits, a plan very much in vogue at the present day, by those who 
are afraid to meet truth with fair argument. But such conduct 
will not keep people from examining for themselves. If we ad- 
mit that Mr.C. had a right to request his congregation not to 
read, or “even to touch the Reformer,” would it not have had 
a greater influence upon his audience, if he had brought that 
work forward himself, and exposed the dangerous tenets which 
it inculcates? This would have been candid ; and if it contained 
such pernicious principles, every unbiassed hearer would Irave 
been convinced of them; but to condémn a work unseen, and 
without pointing out its peculiar evil tendency, is more calcula- 
ted to awaken curiosity, and a determination on the part of the 
public to read and examine its merits than otherwise. Such was 
the case when the Old and New Testaments were first transla- 
ted into the English language, the priests of that day forbid the 
reading of them, and persecuted even unto death many of the 
first publishers of the Bible. 

‘aif the Reformer, or the Bee, have proclaimed principles con- 
trary to the spirit and letter of the doctrines of Christ, let them 
be refuted by solid and rational investigation: let us hear np 
more of the base unmanly insinuation of infidelity and atheism ; 
bug-bears merely held forth for want of better arguments, and 
to impose upon the ignorant multitude. These denunciations 
have been knock down arguments in all countries, when the 
craft has been considered in danger ; but, it is not in reality the 
destruction of true religion, and the annihilation of its temples 
and holy ordinances, which priests and their satellites are afraid 
of. ‘These are only masked batteries, to hold out-a strong show 
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of force, whilst they more securely defend the prime mobile ot 
the craft-.-high salaries and plenteous donations. These are 
their real objects of protection, and if they are assailed in their 
most vulnerable points, they cry aloud like the craftsmen of old, 
‘our temples are in danger.”—Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 

A word or two more to Mr. Vindicator and Ihave done with 
him. He appears to sympathise very much that the rude hand 
of unannointed plebeianism, should examine into the moral ac- 
tions of “ our divines.”’ If I rightly understand the etymology; 
of this appellation, it means an appendage, or something apper- 
taining to the divinity; and as I have ever been taught to be- 
lieve the God head to be an all-wise and perfect spirit, only in- 
telligible to the sense from his mighty works, and the innumer- 
able blessings which he confers upon us; we have every reason 
to expect a portion of that benevolent influence extending to 
those who assume his titles, and pretend to be his disciples. But 
is it an attribute of all wise perfection to encourage the profili- 
gate, the bankrupt, and the indigent to come forward once 4 
year to what is called a Bee, and there to administer to the lux- 
uries of a pampered priesthood, whilst hundreds of their fellow 
creatures, and many of their neighbours, are bereft of the com. 
mon comforts and necessaries of life? These are questions | 
feave with Vindicator and his *‘ many” to solve. 

Manna and Wild-honey. 
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At a late sale of pews in St. Paul’s Church, in Boston, 44 
were sold, which produced 23,952 dollars. The highest price 
given was 960 dollars. The pews onthe floor, 34 in number, 
sold on anaverage of about 615 dollars each; andthe 10 in the 
gallery at about 150 dollars each. 
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Accounts from Paris, of the J7th of May last, state, that 
‘‘ Societies of ladies are forming at Paris to provide funds for 
buying masses for the soul of the Duke of Berri, and prayers 
for the safe delivery of his widow.” 





From a Washington City Paper, July 12. 

There is just about to be commenced in this city, the building 
of two churches, the one Presbyterian, the other Catholic ; and 
adjoining the city, a Baptist Theological Seminary is about to be 
built. If we are not a religious people, it is not forthe want of 
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places of public worship. There are already fen churches anc 
chapels in this city, and a Catholic Seminary, besides two or 
three other places in which persons occasionally hear divine 
service performed. Georgetown, which may almost be consi- 
dered a part of the city, is not behind us inthis respect. We do 
not know exactly how many churches they have, besides the 
‘tatholic Seminary and its appendages, but there are, at least, 
five Or six. : 


‘the late Thomas Cary, Esq. of Newburyport, bas bequeathed 
to the Theological Institution at Cambridge, a large property, 
supposed to amount to 12,000 dollars. 


Moses Brown, Esq. late of Beverly, has made a bequest to 
‘he same institution of 2000 dollars. [ Rei. Remem. 


LUTHER AND ERASMUS. 


*T shall not complain of you,” says Luther to Erasmus, “ for 
having behaved yourself as a man enstranged from us, to keep 
fair with the papists, our enemies. Nor was I much offended 
‘hat in your printed books, to gain their favour, or to soften 
their rage, you have censured us with too much acrimony. We 
saw that the Lord had not conferred upon you the discernment, 
the courage, and the resolution to join with us, and freely and 
openly to oppose those monsters; and therefore we dared not 
to exact from you that which greatly surpasseth your strength 
and your capacity. We have even borne with your weakness, 
and honoured that portion of the gift of God which is in you.” 


*.* The carrier's list for the city having been lost, should any not receive 
(heir numbers we will thank them to call at the printing office ,or drop a line in 
the post office, directed to the agent. 
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